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Under the Moguls, Gujarata regained its prosperity.
Cambay was the most flourishing port in India, " It was
impossible/' wrote Varthema, a European traveller (1503-
1508) " to describe its excellence ". Surat was another port
of international importance. GhoghS as a port rose into
prominence. Padre Ovington (1690) was in ecstasy at the
matchless ingenuity and skill of Gujaratl bankers, weavers
and ship-carpenters. " No other province in India " said
Khafikhan (1719) " can equal this rich province." European
travellers and Indian historians vie with one another in
extolling the magnificence of Ahnredabad with its three
hundred and eighty suburbs; each of them, according to
Mirat-i-Ahmedi, (1756), was of 'considerable size, containing
good buildings and markets filled with everything valuable
and rare, so that each was almost a city.'
Ill
During this period men were being driven into pro-
gressively narrowing communities. Social barriers were
stiffened; the individual was sacrificed to the group. Un-
touchability came into existence. Vimalaprabandha records
the existence of numerous sub-castes. Every social group
which acquired a new local habitation and name by migra-
tion remained a self-contained unit and exercised rigorous
control over its members. Marriage between members of
different castes was prohibited. Disintegration of the joint
family which had commenced prior to the date of the law-
text, Mitnkshara, (XI century) was sternly resisted.
Wise men, poets and moralists were moved to right-
eous indignation at young wives who, desirous of having a
good time with their husbands, drove them to disrupt the
family, and, thereby, to destroy the protection which it
afforded. No measures were too strong to restrain these
centrifugal tendencies of women. They lost the high status
which they once enjoyed in the family, and were generally
treated as slaves. Co-education in village schools came to
an end. Marriage of infants became almost universal. In
MftrudholUcupOi, the hero, when three years old, wasn
married to the heroine who was younger. Bhlma (1485)
bewails the degeneracy of the age in which girls were

